REPENTANCE
REPENTANCE

"The Pharisees and lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptised by John." (Luk.7:30)

In 1Tim.2:4, the Word of God tells us that he “desires all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (Jh.l4:6) That 'all’ included the Pharisees and lawyers we've seen in Luk.7:30. Sadly, they, and so very many other 'religious' people, have rejected God's purpose in their lives by not accepting, and submitting to, the baptism that John was sent out to preach.

That baptism, while symbolised by a full and complete immersion in water (Matt.3:13-17), not a sprinkling, was in fact a full and complete immersion in REPENTANCE.

When John began his ministry; the job of work God had given him to do, and anointed him for; his first word as recorded in Mk.l:2 was "REPENT".

Peter's reply, in response to the question, "What must we do to be saved?" also began with the word "REPENT". (Acts 2:38)

Paul, in testifying of his ministry, said he preached to both Jews and Gentiles that they must “REPENT, and turn to God, and live a life that befits REPENTANCE." (Acts 26:19-20)
The Word tells us we must be baptised into Christ (Col.2:12), and again that we must abide; remain permanently; in him. (Jh.15:7-8) And while it is a sad fact, that today, the churches generally don't preach repentance as an essential priority; it's an even greater sadness that, when it is preached it's generally confined to initial salvation. It is rarely portrayed as a very necessary ongoing factor in our relationship with God, and with each other.
In Heb.6:1, we're told that one of the elementary doctrines of Christ is that of repentance from dead works.

Now in this area, as in every other, I don't believe I'm very different to most people. The very human idea of doing things to ensure God's favour keeps rearing its ugly head in my mind, i.e., repentance from dead works. That false hope, where we try to earn points with him, is always trying to surface.

If I'm not very careful even the idea of witnessing to others; of sharing the Word with them; can become something akin to seeking God's approval, or of avoiding his possible discipline and displeasure with my failures, instead of being an outpouring of the love for others which he continually pours into my heart. (Rom.5:5)

If I let human thinking take hold of me, it's very easy to forget that I'm a child of God, and that his Word tells me, "God is at work in me both to will and to work for his good pleasure." (Phil.2:13)  That is, he is creating in me both the willingness, and the ability, to do his work. Therefore, it's not me; it's God. It's like Paul said in one of his letters, "I plant, Apollos waters, but it is God who gives the growth. So neither he who plants, nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth." (1Cor.3:6-7)
My old nature, the flesh, always wants to take the glory for self. It feels it has earned what I now have, and what I continue to receive from God. (lCor.4:7) Whereas the Word tells me that when I'm walking in the flesh, I cannot please God (Rom.8:8). And while in that state, all my righteous deeds, all the works done to earn points with God, are worth as much as a bundle of filthy rags. (Is.64:6)

That's a dramatic symbol of how God views us, when we're walking in the flesh. If the rags were clean, they'd have some small value, but as they're filthy, the cost of cleaning them would be more than what could be gotten for them later.

In our case, the only way our righteous deeds can have any value, is if we, first off, are made clean by the life blood of Jesus, which was poured out on Calvary for us, then, walking in love, whatever we do, for even the very least of God’s children, he counts as done for him, and will not go un-rewarded. (1Jh.l:7, Eph.2:8-9, Matt.10:42)

If this experience of being made clean before God is not ours; if we have not died with Christ to the power of sin (Rom.6:14), and been reborn with a whole (holy) new nature, in God's image (Eph.4:24); if we don't fully avail ourselves of this cleansing power; then deeds, done by us in our own righteousness, not only have no value before God, but in fact show we're turning our backs on the life giving blood of Jesus and trying to justify ourselves by our own efforts.

For me, repentance has to be an ongoing attitude of heart. An attitude which knows, and openly acknowledges, that without Jesus Christ I can do nothing (Jh.15:5) of any value in God's kingdom.
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